pick-up to travel around 300 km. For their official missions, the gendarmes use their own private motor-bikes. they also do this when they have to transport arrested persons to the natitingou prison, and when they evacuate victims of mob justice to other gendarmerie posts to bring them to safety. in the former cases, the arrested person is handcuffed and put on the back-seat of the motor-bike, behind a gendarme. a second gendarme will be seated behind the detainee, or may follow the first on his own-motorbike. there is no telephone and the in-service radio-station has been broken for two years. as is the case in all benin administrations, the gendarmes use their private mobile phones for all communications, including those carried out with the hierarchical chief. the brigade also boasts an old typewriter, however paper and everything else must be bought locally by the gendarmes themselves. the brigade chief comments that they are "doing the work of the state" but "the state doesn't send us anything".
He sees the present situation, in which, as he says, they "endure" (nous souffrons), as the result of a long process of deterioration, which accelerated after what beninese refer to as the 'democratic renewal' of 1990. their predecessors (les anciens) still had work equipment, he says, and there were 15 staff "under the revolution", e.g. at the time of the marxist-leninist regime which lasted from 1974 to 1989. at the same time, he continues, democratization has translated into a loss of respect, both the respect that people have for the police and the respect of subordinates for their superiors. in other words, their work has become more complex as they cannot rely on the old means of repression, and, at the same time, their working conditions have deteriorated.
in order to maintain a minimum of service, the brigade needs the help of what one of the gendarmes calls "well-disposed people" (gens de la bonne volonté). However, their number is limited as there are no big businessmen in Kouandé who would be capable of "giving a helping hand" ( faire des gestes), as exist in bigger centres and, in particular, in border posts. the town hall recently gave them a computer, and one of the small igbo merchants has given them a car tyre. this was the point at which, without any prompting by us, the chief began to talk about corruption. (From the author's field notes, march 2009) the objective: bringing the State back into anthropological research this chapter-like most other contributions to this book-makes the case for the anthropological or, to be more precise, ethnographic study of statehood, which is severely lacking in the case of africa. in concrete terms, it summarizes the findings of an international research programme carried out by a team of african, French and german researchers in four countries of West africa (benin, ghana, mali, niger), which are occasionally
